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to us in their writings which we possess. To them population
was a practical problem, and at all times in Roman history the
need experienced was for greater numbers of men. In republi-
can and in imperial times alike efforts were made to increase
population; the results achieved by these efforts are matters
of dispute, though it would not appear that any of the measures
taken were ever followed by any considerable degree of success.

(2)   MEDIEVAL

In the Middle Ages the moral aspects of the problem were
uppermost; indeed, other considerations were almost wholly
left out of account. The morality was Christian. Celibacy was
the state most to be admired. Tor why5, says Tertullian,
eshould we be eager to bear children, whom, when we have
them, we desire to send before us ... desirous as we are our-
selves, too, to be taken out of this most wicked world. . . .
Therefore whether it be for the sake of the flesh, or of the
world, or of posterity, that marriage is undertaken, nothing of
all these necessities affects the servants of God.91 But, as St.
Paul said, though he, who marries not, does better, he who
marries does well; marriage was in fact commended for most
men, and, since it was to be permanent and since all irregulari-
ties met with the sternest disfavour, Christian morality was not
unfavourable to multiplication in spite of the approval of
celibacy. This is so although no concern is expressed as to the
situation which would arise if all were strong enough to take
the better way. el am aware', says St. Augustine, cof some that
murmur. What, they say, if all men should abstain from sexual
intercourse, whence will the human race exist? Would that all
would thus . . . much more speedily would the City of God be
filled and the end of the world hastened,92

St. Thomas Aquinas sums up the medieval views. Though
influenced by Aristotle in regard to some matters, he has no
interest whatever in population as a problem of social organiza-
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